THE MAN BEHIND THE TOOLS
Captain Robert Farrell, Ladder Co. 31, FDNY

By Donald Colarusso of AllHandsFire.com

FireHooksUnlimitedisthe leadingmanufacturer
of fire hooks,fire tools andfire equipment. The
owner, BobFarrell,hashadan historiccareerwith
the New YorkCityFire Departmentandhasbeen
one of the mostvaluableandinfluentialfire
equipmentmanufacturerdor nearlythree
decades.

Bob served in the US Nafgr 5 years.After
receivingan Honorary Discharge, he joined the
FDNY as a probie firefightend was assigned to Bob as the Captain of Ladder

Ladder Company 4 in Manhattan. 31. This photo appeared in th
illustrated book called FIRE!

By Steva Scher in 1978
Even during his early years, Bob was innovative as
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cylinders. Once discovered by an unimpressed bdiss,Captain

of Ladder 4directedBobto immediately replace the Halligan Bar at his

own expense.So Bob made the trip into the Bronx, to the home of
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what had happened to Chief Halligafihe Chief went into his closet,

pulled a Halligan Bar out, and sold it to Bob$36.00 Chief Halligan,
aSSYAy3Ite TFSSt Ay Jtook & few dblarblaffdfink S y S &
price- $3 as Bob recalls
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by FF Paul Hashagen ¢ April 13, 196@; Times Square An electrical

motor caught fire in an old wooden escalator in the subwayictaat
Broadway and 41Street in MidtownManhattan The firerapidly
spreaddue to the trains moving through the tunnels and the grease,
dust and wood. Flames soon roared up thef@dt-long escalators

through various levels of the train station. Aing firefighters were

unable to enter the subway from the street level due to the smoke and
heat. Ladder Company 4 was the first due traeid made their way to

the upper level of the subway station. ThEirefighter Bob Farrell of
Ladder 4 donned a mkgSCBA) and made his way past the fire. He
located and removed three men who had been cut off by the blaze. For
his actions, Bob receivdle Henry Brookmamedal(only 12 medals

were awarded each year during this time)

In 1965, Bob was promoted to éutenant and assigned to Ladder
Company 31 in the Bronx.

Left to Right:

Captain Gray (E82),
Lieutenant Charlie ??? (L42),
Chief of Department John T.
O6bHagen, Lieut
Andrade (E82), Captain
Robert Farrell (L31)
Estimatedyear1969
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Bob recalls a memorable time as a Lieutenant, being promoted to
/ I LJG Oke/ulusual tenure ibadder Co. 31, | was assigned as a
lieutenant there for severalears. When | was promoted @aptain,

GKS [/ FLIWFAYQa LRAAGAZY 61 A 2LISY AY
because the Company was so busy. Atthelimell KS & O2 OGS N Y -

the history of Captain was several yeafmd an officer would never go
back to the company and borough whereu had worked.Since |

knew that nobody would asked for the Captains spot in Ladder 31, |
volunteered and after only 8 days (I believe the shortest covering time
in the history of theFDNY for a covering officer or captain) | got
assigned.
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firehouse in the world!The conditions in the Bronx during these times
were conditions similar to war zone§.ompanies would resportd fire
after fire, most times nosstop. And Bob was in the thick of the action
for many years.

I O2YRAGAZ
service waso severe
and incredible that in
1972 a movie
documentary calledMan
Alive: The Bronx is
Burningwas made, in
which Bob can be seen. &
Also in 1972, a book wa$
published calledReport

from Engine Co. 8%_ Lieutenant Robert Farrell in Ladder Company 31, an American
L. LaFrance tracbr-drawn tiller, on Home Street and Prospect Aveni
non-fictional account of  inthe Bronx. Photo shown courtesy of Richard Rewkowski (FDN

life in the South Bronx Retired) Estimated year 19701
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Bob loved that his Company was #1, and duhisgime in Ladder 31,
theywere #1 every year in runs and worker

Throughout 2 0 Qa
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Capt. Robert E. Farrell
Ladder Co. 31
3rd Alarm Assoc. Medal

because it seemingly worked better.

Bob retiredafter being injured on the job
¢ injuries sustained to his legs during a

structural collapse.

Captain Farrell 6s
with white
identifying

Yorker o
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decorations and awards for braverilost notably, the Captain was
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medalc in 1966. Bob also received two Class 1 Medals, which is similar
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bravery that is presented by the FDNY.
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| medals. Bob used to arrange for a school bus

to transport the members to the ceremony.
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replacing their tractordrawn tiller truck with a

new Tower Ladder with single rear axle.

Captain Farrell recalls picking rig #73013

(number sequence assigned by FDNY to each rig) instead of 73031

hel me
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Bob wasan actingBattalion Chiet the time he retired His last
assignment was covering the @fhvision inthe Bronx.

F—

Bob started Fire Hooks
Unlimited in 180, where it was
based in Yonkers, NY.

THE MINI
FIRE FIGHTER

Fire Hooks Unlimited, through
. 2004 GraArzy |y
produced the United States firegl®
a S NIDsktabdare far fire and 1
rescue tools.

QX

Today, Fire Hooks Unlimited is Bob Farrell, representing his new business Fire Hooks Unlimite
located in Wall Township, — 2s rtfie serce Trade showt hetew York Ste Chis

Bob recalls proud momentstohellLd KA & . NP (i KSBiring2 ¥ (K
the days following 9/11, Fire Hooks Unlimited built 3,000 tools for the

FDNY in 13 days, with his staff working 24/7. The profits from this feat
(hundreds of thousands of dollars) were donated to the widows of

9/11. Wedid not accept one dime in profit out of this horro©ne of

my proudest achieved acts
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into the private sector designing and manufacturing fire hooks and fire

tools. For nearly thre decades, Bob has set the standard for excellence
throughout the US in producing high quality products including the Pro

Bar, NY Roof Hook and Hydra Ram.

* % * * *
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FIRE HOOKS UNLIMITED products are standard issue in the largest and
busiest fire departments in the United States. For information on any
of the Fire Hooks Unlimited products, including the PRO-BAR Halligan,
Hydra Ram, REX Tool, NY Roof Hook, Partner Saw and many other
products, please visit www.AllHandsFire.com

Thesephotas are ofthe Officers Tool
that Captain Farrell carried. The pry
bar manufactured in Bridgeport, CT
was modified by Captain Fartdedo it
could be used to pull lock cylinders.

Photo by Donald Colarusso

This photo 1is
Lieutenantds h
assigned to Ladder Company 31
that rank.

Photo by Donald Colarussc
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http://www.allhandsfire.com/

Bob Farrelland All Hands Fire
Equipment President Donald Colarusso.
Photo taken at Fire Hooks Unlimited in
Wall, NJ.

SOME TOOLS MADE FAMOUS BY BOB FARRELL AND HIS COMPANY
FIRE HOOKS UNLIMITED

Available at www.AllHandsFire.com
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